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HOW THE WORLD WORKS -

An inquiry into the understandings of the world and phenomena through:

- patterns, cycles, systems;

- diverse practices, methods, and tools;
- discovery, design, innovation, possibilities, and impacts

CENTRAL IDEA

Our home planet is unique in the solar system.

LINES OF INQUIRY

Properties and structure of the Sun and the eight
planets

Earth's ability to sustain life

Role of the Sun in relation to each planet

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS

Form EI

In groups, students will build a model of the
solar system using styrofoam balls.
(Assessment tool: Teacher observation)

Connection El

Students will be asked to compare and
contrast Earth with another planet using a
Venn diagram. (Assessment tool:
Teacher-created checklist)

Causation El

Students will write a journal entry explaining
how the Sun affects the Solar System.
(Assessment tool: Teacher-created rubric)
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SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT

Task

Students will be asked to draw a picture of the Solar
System using pastels on black paper. The students will
then be asked to explain their drawing in order to
assess their new learning.

Evidence

Students will demonstrate their understanding of

the central idea by:
1. Describing the structure of the solar
system.

2. Explaining the importance of the sun and
its relationship to the planets.

3 Listing the unique attributes that allow

Earth to sustain life.
Tool

Teacher will use a rubric to assess the
student's picture and explanation of their
drawing.
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	TransdisciplinaryDescriptors: 1
                       An inquiry into identity as individuals and as part of a collective through: 
                                 - physical, emotional and spiritual health and well-being; 
                                 - relationships and belonging; 
                                 - learning and growing
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                 An inquiry into histories and orientation in place, space and time through: 
                           - periods, events and artifacts; 
                           - communities, heritage, culture and environment;
                           - natural and human drivers of movement, adaptation and transformation
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                    An inquiry into the diversity of voice, perspectives, and expression through:
                              - inspiration, imagination, creativity; 
                              - personal, social, and cultural notes and practices of communication;
                              - intentions, perceptions, interpretations, and responses
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                        An inquiry into the understandings of the world and phenomena through: 
                                  - patterns, cycles, systems; 
                                  - diverse practices, methods, and tools; 
                                  - discovery, design, innovation, possibilities, and impacts
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                           An inquiry into systems, structures, and networks through: 
                                     - interactions with and between social and ecological systems; 
                                     - approaches to livelihoods and trade practice;
                                     - representation, collaboration, and decision-making
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                       An inquiry into the interdependence of human and natural worlds through: 
                                 - rights, responsibilities, and dignity of all;
                                 - pathways to just, peaceful, and reimagined futures; 
                                 - nature, complexity, coexistence, and wisdom
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	Central Idea: Our home planet is unique in the solar system.


