1/12/2021

MONTREAL
GAZETTE

TUESDAY, JANUARY 12, 2021

HANES

Doctor suicide
areminder of
virug'stollon
health care A2

NICOLAS

Trumpism
ism't justan
American
thing A5

BROWNSTEIN

Habs a relief
from the news
madness A6

NP

Democrats
file Trump
impeachment
charge

Rollout ready
intime for an
election?

[P

ANALYSIS
Lightspeed
poised for

global growth A9

CANADA
Business outlook
turns slightly
positive: poll A9

Iu |
ram.-\a‘se"' ¥

51 74 plus tawes at retail

FEET re—

HABS' LINEUP READY TO GO

Waivers are only unknown left NP8

SINCE 1778

Montreal Gazette

STUDENTS
WELCOME

Libraries offer
study space A3

POSTMEDIA

The Englizh Montreal School Board showed off its new air purifiers at Pierre Elictt Tmﬂoau Elomemsy schnu on Monday, The HEPA filter, which the

Quebec government believes is not necessary, hangs from the wall i

aclass, nave sipawar

HOSPITALS
NEAR TRIAGE
TIPPING POINT

‘We're going to kill people’ deciding
who gets ventilators: ICU doctor

MICHELLE LALONDE

Callingth,

er-more likely, possibility that they
will soon be forced to choose who

hospitals “really critical”, Quebec
Premier Frangols Legault again
begged Quebecers to avoid in-
door gatherings particularly with
peaple over the age of 65, because
ey are most likely Lo need hospl-
talization due to COVID-19 com-
pications.

“The situstion is really critical,
especially in the greater Maontreal
region,” Legault said at his latest
COVID-19 update In Montreal
Monday afterncon. “Surgeries are
Baving to be postponed; there is
pressure on our emergency wards.
Tknow its difficult, but Quebecers
are capahle towork as ateam when
necessary”

More than half of Quebecers
living in long-term care facilities
— 21478 people in total — have
now received a first dose of vae-
cine ngainst the deadly virus. And
of the 115,375 doses the province
s received so . 80 per cent have
already bee

care Facilitien

It is really seary and people
don't reallze how close we are lo
that very scary part.” Dr. B
Marquis, chief of Critical ( are
Medicine at

Schools
spreading
COVID-1S,
new study
concludes

May undermine
lockdown, curfews

JESSE FEITH

‘While Quebec Premier Frangols
Legault described reopening
schools Monday as a ealeulated
risk, a new study suggests schoals
have been adriving factor behind
the spread of COVID-19 in Mon-
treal.

To be released Tuesday, the

mant Hospital, told the Munh'nl
Gazette Monday.

study elementary
schools recpening despite the
recent surge in cases will likely

be-
canwe this is what the triage does.
You kill people. One is okay and
the other one will dic. Everyone
thinks there is a way out or 3 way
around that process. There s
none. You are s number, 1§ they
start the triage, what [ have te do
1s I have togive ascore toesch and
every patient in the [CU Based
on that score, some patients will
die. We will remove the tube. We
will kill them. This s what we are
asked to do (in that scenario),
That system doesn't care about
your beliefs or your religion or
persanal cholee, nobody cares
Itisa

any pozsible benefits
from the partial lockdown in ef-
fect.

The study looked at Infections
In the city between September
and enrly Janunry. Researchers
found cases first incressed among
10-to-19-year-olds before later in-
creasing among adults aged be-
tween 0 and 49,

For Stmona Blgnaml, a demog-
rapher and professor at the Uni-
versllé de Montréal involved in
the study, the results show that
cases among children weren't
the result of community trans-
mission, as government officials
have bt it wax rather

But with 1436 COVID-positive
patients in hospitals across the
provinee, many hospltals are over-
whelmed, particularly in the Mon-

@rid, and it's not only for Dnlimls
with covin®

He said it i not only 2 question
of wot providing life-saving treat-

ment

the other way arcund.
Inother words, the study found

ite children who passed the vi-

rux onto s when schools

treal region. Th e
polnt where hospital staff in Mon-

i in the fall, feeding the
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DIMITRI
EIPIDES
1939-2021

FNC
co-founder
saw film
differently

T'CHA DUNLEVY

Festival du nouveau cinéma
co-founder Dimitri Eipides
died Jan. 6, at the age of 82 The
lifelong cinephile and interna-
tionally known film program-
mer, whohad not lived in Mon-
treal far over three decades,
w2 soft-spoken man known
usapussionate defender of film
asarl. Hedbed in his hometown
af Athens, Greece, following
long illness.

Eipides opened Montreal's
Underground Film Centre
(later known as Cinémn Par-
alltle) with Dimitri Spentzos,
on St-Laurent Bhvd. in 1967,
The two parted ways a year
later, and Eipides was joined
by a gregarious young film buff
named Claude Chamberlan.

Eipides and Chamberlan
ook over the Underground
Film Centre, and in 1969
sought and got the support of
John Lennon and Yoko Ona,
during their Bed-In at the
Queen Elizabeth Hotel,

In 1971, Eipides and Cham-
berlan launched the Festival
international du cinéma en

Dimitri Elpides

16mm, renamed the Festival

Montreal Gazette

CITY

Tanya Alvarez, principal at Pieme Elliott Trudeau Elementary School in Rosemont, and EMSE chairman Joe Ortona ih;\d in front of a newly installed ait
purifier at the school on Monday. The school is one of 30 buildngs the board is in the process of equipping with the devices. DaAvE srpawar

Premier says he stands

Shortage of
nurses, RTs has
ICUs in crisis mode

HOSPITALS FA0 W A1

The prospect of this scenario has
ICU doctors across the Montreal
region begging the government
to do everything possible to aveid
this scenario,

“You could be on a ventilator
that you nead to survive and I will
be asked to remove the ventila-
for. By withdrawing support you
alrendy have, it not just that T am
not giving you aceess to a life-sav-
ing device. You are on the device
and [am remaving that device. So
1 don’t think it's overly dramatic
when I say that they are going to
ask (doctors and nursee) to kil

Frangois Lagauft

“ncdvanced triage scenario” that ev-
eryone wants to avoi
Moving ICU patients,

by his ‘calculated risk’

SCHOOLS HAOM A2

Bignami said she fears o similar
result now, at a time when Que-
ber's health network can't afford
another surge in cases.

"The objective right now should
be to flatten the curve,” Bignami
snid. “Yet opening schools will
strongly limit, if not outright can-
cel, the benefils the ather mea-
sures in effect could have.”

Quebes implemented a prov-
ince-wide curfew Saturday fol-

health department said it docsn't
recommend installingair purifiers
in classrooms.

The department said there's no
proof the devices limit the trans-
mission of aerosols that contain
the virus, and having them can lead
toa false sense of security.

But some school boards have
already gone ahead with the mea-
sure,

Monday morning, the English
Montreal School Board held a

news conference at Plerre Elliolt

the Trudeau F v School in
halidays, but it, where the board had
:mcnhryschmlitomdmhuor 26 air purifiers installed over the

Monday. High schools will fallow
next week.
i

those who may need intubation,
is very rigky, he noted, especially

day, Legault said he's heard some
axperts questioning the prov-

holiday period,

The school is one of 20 build-
ings the board is in the process
of equipping with the devices. It
intends to have them installed by

«du nouveau cinéma in 1980, It someone, because they know that i they hove to be moved long dis- | ince's decision to reopen schools  theend of January, amonth earfier
‘became Montreals auteur film without that machine the patient  tances, whichis happeningnowin | sosoon. than scheduled.
festival parexcellence, attract- will die in the next minwtes" many regi provis |lm But Legault saidh his
ing rising stars including Wim 1 ferri Jeulated risk”
Wenders, Werner Herzog, patientsalmost daily, hulmalnlyln “1 understand very well that
Agnieszha Holland, Freder- the larges Montreal hospitals, the | there's a risk with bringing chil. Opening schools
ick Wiseman, Jim Jarmusch, The issue ofa CHUM, the MUHCand the Jewish | dren back into schools, but there it 1
Spike Lee, Peter Greenaway lool 5 General. areother disadvantagesto keeping will strongly
and Chantal Ackeeri, ck of staffis All.ht. governments newseonfer- | them al home, Social disadvan- Timit, if not
AMlongtheway, Eipides taught huge... it is the the assistant depu- | tages, learning disadvantages,” tright 1
film history at Loyola College dorpivns by minisierofhealth andsocial er. | Legault said. QUITGITLCURICE,
and MeGill University. underpinning, viees, Dk Lucie Opatmy, confirmed | Tt part of my job to make de- the benefits the
He left Montreal and the crucial matter. that alack of stall ks bringing Mon- | cisions,” the premier added, “and other measures
Festival du nowvean ci treal HCUs to the brink. 1 think there are more disadvan-
in 1988, to become a program- “The issue of a lack of staff is | tages than advantages to keeping in effect
mer for Toronto's Festival of Marquis sayshisfacility’s ICUss  huge .. it is the underpinning, | children al home.” could have.
Festivals (now TIFF). already twopatientsover capacity.  crucial matter,” Dr. Opatrny, who | Bignami said she understands -
At the time, program direc- Like many hospitals in the re- isresponsible for medical, nursing | school attendance is fundamen-
tor Piers Handling (who in | gion, his lacks nurses and respi-  and pharmaceutical ssues. tal to children's development and
2008 mlimluT[FF CEOand | ratory therapists, needed 1o op-  She said the province has sub- | mental health, but warned the  “Weobviously maintan thatair
erate that COVID-19  stantially fewer staffed ICU beds | provinee is reaching a breaking — purifiers do help in reducing U
commitment to hruwm new, pntienﬁs:nmd. available for many reasons, Many | point and should b spread of 9 i
dent cinems to North i his hospital tworkbecause theyare | ery possible wayof reducingeases. Joe Ortonn said.
America. Inrllhl: :Ilﬂln?mﬂf i in :Iz‘knr shat The study was based on data Thee board has purchased more
Eipides worked out of Ath- TCU, but that from s public health  than 800 air purifiers, Buying
ens, and specinlized in film fare down to 18, due to staff dey ﬂ!‘n]aytd to CHSLDs or Icﬂmﬁ and i ioncol-  and i { them has cost $1.75
from Eastern Europe, Western Asof Monday at 1l am_hishos-  centres. She lected by C million. 3
and Central Asio, and Greece. pital had 20 patients who needed  placement agencies have nl.so avolunteer website that hasbeen  stance, Ortona said it's money he
He remained at TIFF until intensive care, including 11 with  sapped staff from hospitals. tracking school cutbreaks since  still feels the province should re-
2018, He stayed on as co-di- COVID-19. Twowere stuck in the  =The huge amount of absen- | the fall. imbursa,
rector of the FNC until 1994, emergencyward, swniting transfer  teeism for different reasons .. is | Hesearchers needed to rely on  “We're going to continue to fight
whenachangeol festival dates | toanother hospital, really the critical reason why we | the website, the study says, be- - and demand that the government
led to a standoff between him Th i are lacking in the hos- | cause Quebeconlyreleasesalistof  should be paying for it,” Ortona
find C| pitals.” she said, sehoolswithouthreaksbut dossn't  said. “This is a safety and security
totheevent adecade later, asa o hamudle about 24 1CU patients, ked whether | idering | detail ber of i h measure and we've taken all (he
programmer. butalackof due Lo the | school, mensres necessary.”

“1 I.rﬂrm r.lwrryklung lrmn

the muximum is now 18 Stafl are

eritical situntion in ]mupihll, TJ.

1y's return Lo class came

age children and with added elemen-
i or by the  sures,i mins e i k:
pandemic, he said. A major issue  am. curfew, will keep people fram | the city's baroughs with the most  mandatory for students in grades
Eipides kept buﬁ'm(}m. is that many murses and RTs have  infecting il Sand 6.
serving as artistic director of been hired awny by private place-  “We hove to concentrate onpeo- | located in areas with the highest  Those in grades | to 4 must wear
the New Horizons section at ment agencies who offer higher ple who are 65 years old or more, | number of schools reporting out-  masks while moving within the
the Thessaloniki Internation- wages and better working condi-  since they represent 80 per cent | breaks. school, in commen arens and on
al Film Festival, and founding tions, specifically no weekends. no  of those in hospital with COVID | Inits conclusion, the study calls  school buses, but not in the class-
theT] might and 95 per hesaid. | on the provinee to make distanee  room,
ry Festival. b lnen-  “Mast of those don't work and learning an option for all parents  As of Tast Friday, the prov-
He also served as program aure hmpil-h with more nurses  not at school. They are at home, | whowant it, ince was £ B35 active
director at the Reykjvik Film and RTs Lransfer some bo those bekeopingas few studenitsinclass:  COVID-19 cases botwoen 471 pi-

Festival, and served on unn
al international
eluding San Sebastin
bul, Tehran, Moscow, Seouil-

who are ,mth..ﬂ, Tncking. But
The would also like to see the gov=
ernment order the private plice-
ment agencics to provide staff to
hospital d the clock durii

So ur challenge is really to have
by

:, expecial
whoare over 65 yearsold. ... Tdon't
think if we close more companies

romms as possible.

It also callx for better ventila-
tion systems in all schools, an is-
sue that's been at the heart of the

Karlowvy Vary,
Eiltao,

this crisis. That would be an effi-

will solve:
the probiem.”

ina
praised Eipides as "a pure,
gentle soul and one of the most
committed programmers and
cinephiles 1 have ever known.
... It was through him that I

o the pandenmic.

Last week, Quebec’s public

vateand publicschools, including
66 studenls.

From when sehools reopened in
September until the holiday break,
there were 21410 confirmed cases
meross Lhe network,
ifeithispwstmediacom

You can walk your dog on a leash after curfew, but not your partner

met (Almmakers) Béla Tarr, | Awoman in Sherbrooke who was  Advised thal they werebreaking  premier under itz curfew I the fines and *it would not stop
Kraysetof Kieflowski, Theo dafter curfewwith her part- lations, the mup': “dGidnot  Thewoman is 24 yearsold, her  them from breaking the rules in
Angelopoulos, Cristinn Mun- T atall” police spokes-  partner 40, the futureand they would see how
git, Abbias Kisrostansi and Go- walking her pet. person Tsabelle Gendron said.  Quebocs curfew al-  many y could get,” Gen-
ran Paskaljevic, just (o name The couple were spolted by “One of them had the other ona  lowdogownerstotake theircanine  dron said.
u few of the modern icons of Sherbrooke police al 9 pm. on  leash, and she said sh taking moaslong  The couple were given fines of
cinemn” Saturday, one hour after Quebec's  her dog, painting to her partner, s they stay within a kilometre of 81,546 cach, and additional tick-
! i fiacom un_ul toSam.cur- outonawalk ssallowedunderthe  their homes. The couple said it ets of $100 and 850 for breaking
Twit TCH fow had ions provided by Quebec’s  would be a “pleasure” to receive  municipal regulations.
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