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Alouettes general manager Danny Maciocia brought the Grey Cup to his former high school, Laurier Macdonald in St-Léonard, on Wednesday and took questions from students. pav s awar

Als GM Maciocia shares advice,
Grey Cup at his former high school

HERB ZURKOWSKY

Asahighschool studentat Laurier
Macdonald in 1984, Danny Macio-
cia wasn't particularly scholarly,
doing the minimum to graduate.
And as a tight end on that sea-
son’s football team, stretching to
reach 5-foot-8 and weighing no
more than 175 pounds, he might
have been worse. Maciocia wore
No.74,in honourof Alouettesgreat
Peter Dalla Riva, his boyhood idel

“Be where your feet are at,” said
Maciocia, 56.“Sometimes youhave
atendency tolook into the future
but getlostwith whereyou'reat. Be
committed and have some consis-
tency toit, because there’snostart
without it dth s

After a brief stint working for —
and getting fired by — his mother
in the family’s insurance business,
Maciocia launched his coaching
career in 1994 with the junior St-
Léonard Cougars. Hebegan as the

o

no end without consistency. You
can’t be consistent for a week or

“Don't chase money. If you're

offensive di before be-
coming head coach the following
season.

He joined the Als as a quality
control coach — a volunteer po-

Maciocia has worn many hats in
his career at the CFL and universi-
tylevels. A former head coachand
GM with Edmonton, he won Grey
Cups in 2003and *05.

After being fired in 2010, he re-
turned to Montreal and wasnamed
the head coach at Université de
Montréal in 2011, beginning a
nine-year run. He won the Vani-
er Cup with the Carabins in 2014

~

against favoured Winnipeg.

Without pomp and circum-
stance, Maciociahas basked in the
glorysince, the organization feted
atthe Bell Centre and National As-
sembly.

“It’s easier to win the Grey Cup
than to deal with it,” he said. “This
year was more about adversity,
perseverance, familyand the chal-
lenges we had to endure. That's
what I'm cherishing, because the
trophy has to be returned at some
point. But what we experienced is
going to be engraved in our mem-
ories for the rest of our days. No
one can take that away.”

Despite his perceived difficulties
at school, Maciocia is the father
of three successful girls. Bianca,

good atsomething, will find
you. Enjoy the journey we call life.

ion, and
remembers his high school team
didw’t win a game that year.
Maciocia, now the general man-
ager of the defending Grey Cup
champion Als, returned to his St.
Léonard alma mater Wednesday
morning, the CFL trophy riding

‘Weonly ortunity todo
it once. Enjoy these years because
you don’t have to be a grown-up
now with responsibilities. You're
only15, 16 once in your life. Enjoy
these great years.”

Evenasateenager, iab

sition, oft ng
film — in 1996. His wife, Sandra,
gave him two years to secure full-
time employment and two years
later he was hired as Montreal’s
running backs coach, earning
$27,000 annually.

“It probably was the equivalent
of amillion bucks * Maciocia said

lieved his future was in football,

shotgun, and fielded
from about 280 Secondary IVand V

intriguedby interac-
tions and concepts. At home each

His message was succinct and
simple — chase your dreams and
don't let anyone attempt to dis-
suade you.

night afk )t some-
times instead of completing — his
school work, he drew up plays for
the coach, none of which were ever
used. But the seed was planted.

“Itdidn’t matter how muchwason
that cheque. [ was getting some-
thing that gave me a sense of grat-
ification. The two years of sacrifice
were worth it.

“Ipromised myselfonce I got in,
I wouldn’t get out. For the most
part, it worked out.”

and AlsGM in January
2020.

‘The CFL cancelled that season
because of COVID before Maciocia
and the organization endured two
yearsplaguedby dramaat the own-
ership level along with a coaching
change in 2022; Maciocia fired
Khari Jones and became Mon-
treal’s interim head coach. While
Pierre Karl Péladeaw’s purchase of
the team 13 months ago brought
stability, the Als still had a losing
record in mid-September before
goingon anincredible eight-game
winning streak, capped by their
come-from-behind Cup victory

PWHLs effect may
increase the tempo
at women's worlds

Most Canadian and American players
entered tournament in midseason form

DONNA SPENCER

UTICA, N.Y. How the new Profes-
sional Women’s Hockey League
will change the international game
is the buzz heading into the 2024
women’s world hockey champi-
onship.

The 10-country tournament,
which opened here Wednesday,
is the first world championship
since the six-team PWHL began

bury and head coach Troy Ryan
hold the same positions with
PWHL Toronto. Withalegin each
entity, the duo has a lens on how
the new league could impact Can-
ada’s fortunes.

“Thelevelourat by

PWHL Toronto and Team Canada star Sarah Nurse says this year's women's

able to continue to train at, and
now compete at, it’s just remark-
able,” Kingsbury said. “We're see-
inganathlete thatisfarmoreready

world ionshipin Utica, N.Y., has a different feel, with many players
also suiting up in the new league. MARK BLINCE/GETTY IMAGES FILES

“We probably have a few older
athletes that carlier in the year
‘werenot. i i

comingi d

Jan.1in C: the
United States.

The rosters of defending cham-
pion US. and rival Canada are
dominated by PWHL players with
a combined 30 between them.

“It’s one of the first times that
we've come in completely game-
ready having come off a season,”
Canadian forward Sarah Nurse
said.

“We have some playerswho have

NCAA, jori

jes, but etired.
“Thisleague canhave anincred-
ibleimpact on our success atana-
tional team level, if we are aware of
the changing dynamics, and if we
maximize the opportunities that
this league provides us, whichisa
daily training environment that's
much higher than we’ve had in the
last five years orin the last forever
years, tobe quite honestwithyou.”
After losing the first three in a
Rivalry Series against

ofour players have come from the
PWHL and the pace of play there,
thelevel of physicality, the level of

£
the US., Canada scratched out a
Decembershootout victory before

inni aightinFebruary.

skill that we’ve seen in the PWHL,
1 definitely feel will be felt in this
tournament.”

Another nine PWHL e

Ryan believes the game-read-
iness the PWHL provided had a
hand in Canada’s comeback.

sprinkled across other countries’
lineups, including four on the
Czech team. Canadas first game
is Thursday against Finland.
Team Canada GM Gina Kings-

slastleg
of the Rivalry Series, I remember
the first practice and I was, ‘0K,
this group is ready to go,” Ryan
said. “There was no getting them
up to speed.

and needed a little bit of grease to
get the wheels going type of thing.
Alotoftheyoung athletes that the
US. are playing ... were 10 games
into their NCAA year”

Canada’s run of titles — 2021
and 2022 world championship
gold and 2022 Olympic gold in
the span of just over a year — was
haltedina6-3losstothe US.inlast
year'sworld championship final in
Brampton, Ont.

The U.S., Canada, 2023 bronze
medallist Czechia, Switzerland
and Finland comprise the tour-
nament’s top five seeds in Group
A Sweden, Japan, Germany, Den-
mark and China are the sixth to
10th seeds in Group B.

‘The ITHF continues to bar Rus-
sia from tournaments because of
that country’s invasion of Ukraine
just more than two years ago.

US. and PWHL Boston forward
Hilary Knight says playing 19

games so far, plus daily training
and skates, helped her feel ready
for Utica.

“Before, it was trying to create
our own programming and now
we have that day in and day out,”
Knightsaid. “It'sdifferent now be-
cause we've had a rigorous season
and we're going to hop backinto a
rigorous part of the season after
world championships as well.”

Canada relies on a core of bat-
tle-tested veterans — including
forwards Marie-Philip Poulin,
Brianne Jenner and Nurse — in
comparison to a more youthful
US. roster.

‘Ten Canadian players are 30 or
older or turn 30 this year, com-
pared with five Americans.

‘The PWHL won't dramatically
increase parity in the 2024 world
championship field. Women’s
leagues around the world, for
countries that have them, offer
different training environments.
and number of games in a season.
The Canadian Press

https://epaper.montrealgazette.com/montreal-gazette/20240404

24, from Concordia in
human relations; Juliana, 20, is
studying law at the University of
Ottawa; while Alessia is a Second-
ary IV student. He said they in-
herited their pursuit of education
from their mother.

“If 'm the smartest guy in the
room, change the room,” Maciocia
quipped. “If Icould dothis, there’s
no reasonyou can’t achieve this or
better. I tell my kids, You're bet-
ter off paying what it costs to have
success than being stuck with the
bill for regret.”
hzurkowsky@postmedia.com
X.com/HerbZurkowskyl

ON THE
TUBE

Today's live sports telecasts:
10:30 a.m. — PGA Korn Ferry
Tour Golf: Club Car Champion-
ship (first round), GOLF.

1 a.m. — IIHF Women's World
Championship Hockey: China
vs. Japan, TSN4.

1p.m. — World Men’s Curling
Championship: Sweden vs.
Canada, TSN1, TSNS, RDS.

3 p.m. — IIHF Women's World
Championship Hockey: Den-
mark vs. Germany, TSN4. Rugby
Super League: Leigh Leopards
vs. Wigan Warriors, SNWL.

4 p.m. — PGA Tour Golf: Valero
Texas Open (first round), GOLF.
7p.m.— NHL Hockey: Tam-

pa Bay Lightning at Montreal
Canadiens, TSN2, RDS; Florida
Panthers at Ottawa Senators,
TSNS, RDS2; Pittsburgh Pen-
guins at Washington Capitals,
SNE, SNO, SNP. [IHF Women's
World Championship Hockey:
Canada vs. Finland, TSN1, TSN4.
LPGA Tour Golf: T-Mobile Match
Play (group stage), GOLF.

7:30 p.m. — MLB Baseball:
Chicago White Sox at Kansas
City Royals, TVASports.

8 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Gold-
en State Warriors at Houston
Rockets, SN1.

10 p.m. — NBA Basketball:
Denver Nuggets at Los Angeles
Clippers, TSNL, TSN4.

10:30 p.m. — NHL Hockey: LA.
Kings at San Jose Sharks, SN.

EARLY FRIDAY

1:45 a.m. — Formula One
Racing: Japanese Grand Prix
(Practice 2), TSN2.
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