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Jennings board mandate renewed

By Joel Ceausu The Suburban May 5, 2020 %0
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The Quebec government has renewed the partial trusteeship of the English Montreal School Board and

continued the mandate of trustee Marlene Jennings until November 6, 2020.

The decree was adopted last week, six months after Jennings assumed all of the powers of governance
at the EMSB

The board is functioning very well under her trusteeship, said Jennings in a statement issued by the
EMSB, praising the senior management for their assistance. “From the very moment | first set foot on the
EMSB premises at 6000 Fielding Avenue in NDG, | have received such wonderful collaboration from

senior management and all the way down the line.”

Trusteeship was imposed in November, following a government investigation that highlighted significant
gaps in the management of public funds entrusted to the EMSB; a profound lack of awareness of the
roles and responsibilities of elected school officials; excessive politicization of decision-making, to the
detriment of the interests of students, parents and school staff; irregularities in the awarding of contracts;

and irregularities in the management of the school board's human resources.

Since then, Jennings has worked with the Deloitte firm and senior management to devise and implement
an action plan to modernize the internal operations and processes of the board, says the statement, and
with Director General Ann-Marie Matheson has ensured that the day-to-day functioning of the board also

runs smoothly.

The council of commissioners is not in office, but sits for legal purposes like the Anglo boards’ court
impending court action to halt the Quebec government’s Bill 40 education reform, that is abolishing
councils of elected and appointed commissioners, and handing governance to school parents elected
through universal suffrage. The French boards have already been transformed into service centres, but

English boards remain until November, when elections are to take place among parents.

There has been no general election for school boards since 2014, with the bulk of current councillors

sitting since that year, some from earlier dates, and others appointed by fellow commissioners over the

years, or most recently, the trustee. LA
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