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Q U E B E C ’ S  L A R G E S T  E N G L I S H  W E E K L Y  N E W S P A P E R

 DUMB AND DUMBER...A12

By Joel Goldenberg
The Suburban

Montreal and Laval returned to an 8 
p.m curfew starting Sunday April 11, 
as a COVID preventative measure, until 
further notice, Premier François Legault 
announced last Thursday afternoon.

On Thursday, it was reported that there 
were more than 1,600 new cases in Que-
bec in general. Since, there have been 
some 1,500 new cases a day.

“We’re now in a third wave,” Legault 
said, providing context for his announce-

ment. “I understand Quebecers who say 
a lot of changes are taking place. We are 
in the same situation as everywhere else 
in the world. We have to find a balance 
between physical and mental health. 
Also, Public Health provides recommen-
dations, but at the end of the day, I’m the 
one who makes the decisions. You can’t 
please everyone — as Bernard Landry 
said, if you want to be loved, don’t go into 
politics. Buy a dog.”

Montreal, Laval curfew returns 
to 8 p.m.

By Joel Goldenberg
The Suburban

The Concordia Student Union apolo-
gized to the Jewish community last week 
for what it describes as its “indifference” to 
concerns about anti-Semitism on campus.

The CSU itself has been criticized exten-
sively over the years, including for co-host-
ing a “Passover Against Apartheid” event in 
2017 and adopting the anti-Israel Boycott 
Divestment Sanction (BDS) campaign.

“More than anything else, this is embar-
rassing for us,” the letter on their Facebook 
page says. “It is embarrassing for us be-
cause even trying to verbalize our mistakes 
only serves to highlight how ridiculous 
they are. An ongoing theme of the CSU is 
that we try our best to support and give a 
voice to those who are being discriminat-
ed against, but this is something we have 
neglected to do for the Jewish community. 
Today, we strive to acknowledge our mis-
takes and begin the process of correcting 
ourselves.”

The letter says the CSU’s mistakes can be 
summed up as indifference.

“Indifference to one of the world’s old-

Concordia 
Student Union 
apologizes for 
anti-Semitism 
on campus By Joel Ceausu

The Suburban

“It’s not right to force students to travel 
long distances on public transit outside of 
our community for an essential need” says 
Johanna Miller, nor is it right “to force fam-
ilies to pay thousands of dollars for a private 
school education because it’s the only other 
viable option.”

Miller is an NDG parent behind the West 
End High School Committee, a group of 
parents lobbying for a mainstream high 
school in the west end of Montreal.

With two of the board’s special status 
“240” schools in the same district (Royal 
West and Royal Vale) requiring entrance ex-
ams and advanced academic standing, “there 
are no mainstream high school options west 
of Décarie boulevard.”

Citing the EMSB’s own data, Miller says 
more than 50% of EMSB students do not 
stay in the board after elementary school and 
have no place in a mainstream EMSB high 
school. “Where will our 400-plus grade 6 
graduates go? Why are they choosing private 
schools? Is it because they always wanted to, 
or feel that they don’t have a choice? Do they 
feel they have to start saving money early on 
and make financial sacrifices for their kids to 

West-end 
parents want 
new high school
“We want to keep the 
political aspect out of it”

See CURFEW, page A22See CONCORDIA, page A10 See SCHOOL, page A9

Riot breaks out in Old Montreal

CBC
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go to high school?”
Indeed, the committee website featured 

a striking message about the public school 
system, that there is zero “obligation from 
the EMSB to enroll EMSB students in a 240 
status school.”

Westmount is the only viable alternative 
because Marymount is not a French immer-
sion school. Commissioner Joe Lalla says im-
proved transportation to Westmount could 
help local families, but it is at capacity and 
may soon start refusing students.

“I believe earlier attempts to create a 
mainstream school failed primarily because 
it was a top-down project” Miller told The 
Suburban, adding the effort “also brought in 
a city council and then the community with-
out consulting parents,” one that ended up 
yet again as a special status proposition. That 
effort only garnered the interest of some 40 
families.

Indeed, the town hall and information ses-
sions for families even featured some local 
politicians trying to convince elite Montreal 
student athletes to change disciplines to at-
tend the would-be school at Wagar. “This is 
coming from parents and we want to keep 
the political aspect out of it” Miller told The 
Suburban. “Especially with an election com-
ing up. We’re not interested in those with 
personal political agendas.”

Asked if the west-end population has been 
written off by the EMSB as 240 or private 
school clientele, Lalla told The Suburban 
that the decision to go with a 240-status 
last time around was made by the organiz-
ing committee at the end of the process. He 
is hopeful though that the EMSB adminis-
tration and council of commissioners will 
support any initiative from parents “which 
has merit, is realistic and affordable, and is 
backed up with proper research and factual 
information.”

As parent of a grade 4 student, Miller says 
“It’s not right that a public school system 
should be failing the very people they are 
supposed to be servicing. We are requesting 
a mainstream high school that is a school for 
everybody, not just kids who excel academi-
cally. The board should be taking this oppor-

tunity to say: ‘We are capable and are able to 
see this problem and look at how to handle 
this,’ and show the government if they want, 
why they should maintain school board sta-
tus.”

For many, with three full French immer-
sion elementary schools and dozens of fami-
lies on waiting lists, the lack of local options 
is belying the board’s devotion to bilingual-
ism. “Parents want their kids to be bilingual 
with French programs and the EMSB isn’t 
providing the services, so they are failing us 
there. If the West End didn’t have as many 
elementary schools as it does there would be 
no question.”

“If the board smartened up and did the 
homework that they were supposed to have 
done over a decade ago in terms of socio-de-
mographics they would have seen this situa-
tion, this bubble coming. But they didn’t and 
they still don’t.”

Lalla says it’s untrue that there are no 
mainstream school options, just none near-
by. “Unfortunately, some are far and some 
are close to capacity. What these parents 
want is a mainstream high school located 
west of Décarie. And I fully understand that.” 
He says while the previous attempt to open 
a school was initiated by the board and fo-
cused primarily on Côte St. Luc, the current 
movement is driven by parents from NDG, 
Montreal West, Cote St. Luc and Hampstead. 
“This latest request is well organized, deter-
mined and serious.”

After the previous failed attempt, Royal 
Vale High School made some changes to 
its program to make it easier for students to 
be admitted, such as offering a Flex French 
program (similar to Core English) and a 
number of concentrations. (French immer-
sion was cancelled and replaced by Flex in 
Secondary 2 and 3 this year, a decision that 
parents were advised of 90 minutes before 
the start of the school year and attributed to 
pandemic guidelines.)

The committee will be gathering signa-
tures until April 30 for a petition that will be 
presented to the board at the May 5 council 
meeting. Miller says she is hoping to see at 
least 1000 signatures.

For more information or to sign the pe-
tition, visit https://westendhighschool.word-
press.com n

SCHOOL
Cont’d from page  A1

By Chelsey St-Pierre
The Suburban

Pierrefonds-Roxboro May-
or Jim Beis is advocating 
the benefits of drive-thru 
COVID-19 vaccination clinics 
and has offered up a possible 
location in his borough.

Beis has opened the dis-
cussion with the local pub-
lic health authority, suggesting that the 
drive-thru would accommodate citizens 
in general and also citizens with partic-
ular needs such as persons with physical 
or mental handicaps, single parents and 
the elderly.

“We are prepared to provide what is 
necessary to accommodate a drive-thru 
clinic. Our resilience as a community 
and our ability to round up volunteers 
has proven to be successful time and 

time again,” Beis told The Sub-
urban.

Beis suggested the parking 
lot next to the borough hall as 
a possible location.

Montreal’s West Island is 
home to some 300,000 resi-
dents. Currently, an average 
of 3,500 West Islanders are re-
ceiving vaccines daily.

Beis views drive-thru clin-
ics as a secure and efficient way to help 
speed up the process of getting the West 
Island’s population vaccinated.

The drive-thru concept was successful-
ly executed last year for testing sites in 
Montreal.

The West Island public health authori-
ty is examining Beis’s suggestion, as well 
as other options, including mobile test-
ing units similar to the testing clinics 
loaded aboard the STM buses last year. n

Pierrefonds-Roxboro’s Beis 

seeks drive-thru vaccine clinics
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