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Prelude to the War

Early Life

James R. Hanson was born on the 4th of

April 1918 in Buxton, Derbyshire, England
to Lt Col. Paul Rennard Hanson OBE. and
Mary Edith Irwin Hanson. In 1919, they

moved to Montréal, Canada. He went to an
unknown elementary school from 1924 -
1931

Youth Life

After elementary, he went to Westmount High School from 1933 to 1938. He showed
proficiency in skiing, boxing, swimming, rugby, football, hockey, running, and high
hurdling. It is unknown whether or not he graduated, however it is known that he
found a job as a hotel clerk at several locations: Canadian Pacific Hotel, the Seigniory
Club, etc.

Family Members

Names Paul Thomas George Pauline Kathleen Audrey
Rennard Paul Frederick Hanson Cornfortin Joan
Hanson Hanson Hanson Atkinson

Relation Father Brother Brother Sister Sister Wife

Names Mary Edith | John Philip | Dorothy Edith Paul Robert
Irwin Hanson Martin Anderson Hanson
Hanson

Relation Mother Brother Sister Sister Son




From Enlistment to Death

Height: 5’8’ Weight: 1501b

Enlistment and Training

On April 10t of 1940, James R. Hanson passed his
interview to join the RCAF. He was enlisted on April 15,
He was sent to train at No.4 BGS. On July 7t 1940, he
failed his flying test, but graduated October 23 1940. He
was then sent to No.1 WS, another training centre. On
November 24t 1940, he graduated.

Battle and Circumstances of Death

According to www.forfreedom.ca, F/Lt Hanson showed great devotion to duty which

inspired his peers. He led a cheerful attitude towards his duty and gave his best efforts.
On August 3™ 1942, he was assigned to the Dive Bombardment Group. By February
14, 1944, he completed 35 missions (189 hours and 7 minutes), split in two tours (July
27 1941 - September 16 1942) and (April 20 1943 - February 14 1944). In between
these two periods, he married Audrey Joan Atkinson in Stradishall, Suffolk, England.
They had a child named Paul Robert Hanson, who was 21 months when James R.
Hanson passed away. On May 23, 1944, 10:50pm, the RCAF 408 Squadron Lancaster
LL 723 EQ-H, in which he was air gunner, was shot down on a night flight to
Dortmund, Germany. The planed exploded over Dilmen, Germany. His body was not found.


http://www.forfreedom.ca/

Post - War

Legacy

In his entire duration fighting with the RCAF, he
only gunned down 2 people. On July 9%, 1945, his
official death was signed in Ottawa, Canada. In his
name, he was anointed the Distinguished Flying
Cross for high courage, valor, and infatuating
devotion to duty. He was given a “burial” at the
Runnymede Memorial, Surrey, UK.

His last will was to transfer all his possessions,
estate, and money to his wife.
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Miscellaneous Facts
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4404 Western Avenue is the current 4404 Boulevard de Maisonneuve




454 Mount Stephen Avenue, Westmount
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Present Owner claims that the architecture of the fireplace and the window borders are
authentic to the 1940’s time period.
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JA P ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE
‘ : AN/ D (ATTESTATION PAPER) (132 -H—t0
(Pages one and two, only, are to be completed in Applicant’s own Handwriting)

5 R o st e Furr Christian Names...
. Present Address... ?L‘ . . Mz‘rén/.@e W%
. Permanent Address....‘f.ﬁf.,(?.%...%

. Place of Birth, ;

. Date of Birth..&CA£=~ e

. Particulars of Chi

Date of birth Date of birth

8. Religion,..m ..... Cajféj

Stato denomination 0 """"""""

oficien

b S e Relatwnshx pEne ij .....

¢ Address...

$¢ Occupatlon}tof.., Z

. Mother (Full Maiden Name)... #2772
“  Address.#74-.0 L{‘W ......

. Details of any Naval, Military or Air Force Service:

Unit Place

. Have you previously made application to join the R.C.A.F.?.......[/ 2ED, s TRES

When'?O/(}f:/fJ? ............................................... ResultZ

RGN E,
. Have you ever been 0 victed of an indictable offence?.... & ealk? B téxte nature 4R
7z z' 1940 *

If so, state particulars.. /(/14

-

R.C.AF. Form R. 100
100M—2-40 (3024)
H.Q. 1062-3-83

Application - 1




14. Education:—
? DATES IN ATTENDANCE 1‘ >
SCHOOLS DI AS

TO AND DEGREES

A
. Civil Employme‘t. from leaving school to present in chronological order, m«l Reasons, if any, for leaving:—
(If space does not permit full details of civil duties supplementary memorandum should be attached to and identified with each
copy of this form.

3 SR BT : N o : CAUSE OF
NAME AND ADDRESS OF EMPLOYER FROM DUTIES T BAVING

%2/:7}
Wec.. 7o
P

18. Previous Service with Navy, Army, Air Force, Permanent or Non-Permanent:—
(If in the Air Force state nature of duties, e.g., Pilot, Observer, Technical or Ground duties and if entitled to wings.)

FULL NAME OF UNIT RANK DUTIES

19. Reason for Termination of last Service Engagement."..m........% (Zet [

20. Details of Ground Officer’s Duties Performed

21. Experience as Teacher or Instructor (Service or Civilian):—

SUBJECT | _prom w |
Jotc— Aok ls

. Have you ever been or are you now, in receipt of a Disability Pension?.....%ﬁ.; .........................................
//Q N e

If so, state nature of disability i.....cceeiieiiinnnlf

. Honours and Awards (Quote authority—London or Canada Gazetle)

...... R LT e, S

Application - 2
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ANSWER FULLY EACH QUESTIOi\I ON THIS PAGE
PARTICULARS AS TO IDENTITY

Full names of the deceased.

JAMES ROBERT HANSON

Date of his birth.

April 4th, 1918

Place and date of his marriage.

‘Stradishall, Suffolk, England.
November 11lth, 1942

Place and date of his parents’ marriage.

Montreal, January 31, 1904

PARTICULARS OF

DOMICILE

Place where deceased was born.

<

Buxton, Derbyshire, England

State, in order, the Province, State and/or County in which he
resided before enlistment and the period of time in each.

Province of Quebec, Canada,
since coming from England
in 1919

Nature of employment before enlistment.

Hotel Clerk

State whether he owned the premises in which he lived, and, if
so, where sitvated.

No

Name place where deceased stated he intended to make his
permanent home.

Montreal, P.Q. Canada

PARTICULARS OF

ESTATE

Did the deceased leave a Will other than a Service Will? If in
vour custody, please forward. If not, can you state where it is?

If married, and domiciled in the Province of Quebec or in a State
in the U.S.A. or in a Country under the laws of which there is
community of property between spouses,—was there a mar-
riage contract dealing with property?

(a) Did he have a Bank, Post Office or other deposit account?

(b) Give name and address of bank, etc., and the amount on
deposit.

(c) Do you wish it administered with the pay account?

(d) If it is a joint account, state the survivor’'s name and rela-
tionship to the deceased.

Bank Account
Royal Bank of Canada.lLondon.Eng

Yes
Not joint account

Amount of War Savings Certificates purchased by the deceased
and registered in his name. State where located.

Nil(as far as known)

(a) Amount of Victory Loan Bonds left by deceased.

(b) State whether bearer or registered. !

(c) State in whose name they are registered.

(d) During what loan were they purchased? (1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc.)
(e) In whose possession, and address, are they? :

One bearer bond held yy deceaseds
Mother. Other bonds in process
of purchase by pay deductims

Unknown

Unknown

See above

If deceased had life insurance, name companies and amount
payable under each policy and the person named as beneficiary
therein.

Nil

Describe other assets, if any, and estimated value thereof. Use

space on page 4 if necessary.

OTHER PARTI

CULARS

Did the deceased after enlistment incur any debts for:—

(a) His own separate board and lodging while on service.
(b) Service clothing and equipment.

An itemized account for each such debt should be attached
hereto, and if same is correct you should mark the bill
‘“‘approved’ and sign same. If believed incorrect, give
particulars.

No outstanding accounts known
to wife.

Education and Employment

(PLeEAasE TurN OVER)
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