
The United States vs. Other Countries: Availability of Medicines Varies 

Source: PhRMA analysis of IQVIA Analytics Link and U.S. Food and Drug Administration, European Medicines Agency, Japan Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices Agency, Health Canada and Australia Therapeutic Goods 
Administration data. Note: New active substances approved by the above regulatory agencies and launched in the United States and other countries from January 1, 2011 to December 31, 2018. Many launched medicines are subject to 
additional government coverage restrictions. Updated September 2019.

Speaker Pelosi’s drug pricing plan would set U.S. prices for medicines based on the pricing policies of six foreign 
governments that restrict patient access to medicines.

United States Australia Canada France Germany Japan
United 

Kingdom

Of the 270 new medicines 
available in the United 
States, what percentage 
are available abroad? 

41% 52% 53% 67% 48% 64%

Of the 84 new cancer 
medicines available in the 
United States, what 
percentage are available 
abroad? 

50% 60% 67% 73% 56% 70%

Of the 10 new diabetes 
medicines available in the 
United States, what 
percentage are available 
abroad? 

70% 90% 30% 50% 70% 90%

Of the 12 respiratory new 
medicines available in the 
United States, what 
percentage are available 
abroad? 

50% 67% 50% 83% 58% 75%

Of the 10 cardiovascular 
new medicines available 
in the United States, what 
percentage are available 
abroad? 

40% 80% 50% 80% 70% 80%
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